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MOBILE DEVICE INTERFACE GENERATOR

BACKGROUND

Server based applications may be designed to communi-
cate with many different devices, such as mobile devices and
intelligent workstations, such as laptop and desktop personal
computers. In many cases, separate user interfaces may be
generated by the server for different types of devices, or, an
intermediate server may be used to generate a user interface
for mobile devices, as the displays of mobile devices are
different from the displays of most workstations, and the
abilities of a user to interact with mobile devices may also
be quite different than the interactions with workstations.

SUMMARY

A mobile device and method includes receiving commu-
nications from an application server at a touchscreen based
mobile device, wherein the communications are tailored for
providing a user interface for a workstation computer sys-
tem, translating the received communications at the mobile
device into a mobile device user interface tailored for the
mobile device touchscreen, receiving user interactions via
the mobile device touchscreen, translating the received user
interactions into corresponding workstation based user inter-
actions, and transmitting the translated user interaction to
the application server such that the application server inter-
acts with the mobile device in the same manner as with
workstations.

A mobile device includes a processor, a touchscreen
interface coupled to the processor, a transceiver coupled to
the processor to communicate with an application server via
a wireless access point, and a memory coupled to the
processor, the memory having instructions stored thereon.
The instructions are adapted to cause the processor to
receive communications from the application server,
wherein the communications are tailored for providing a
user interface for a workstation computer system, translate
the received communications into a mobile device user
interface tailored for the mobile device touchscreen, receive
user interactions via the mobile device touchscreen, translate
the received user interactions into corresponding worksta-
tion based user interactions, and transmit the translated user
interaction to the application server such that the application
server interacts with the mobile device in the same manner
as with workstations.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system interfacing with
workstations and mobile devices according to an example
embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a mobile device having an
interface emulating a workstation interface according to an
example embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a block flow diagram illustrating a method
executed by a mobile device communicating with a server
according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 4 is an example log in screen to connect a mobile
device emulating a workstation to a server according to an
example embodiment.

FIG. 5 is an example screen shot of an interface generated
by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing stored views for browsing according to
an example embodiment.
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FIG. 6 is an example screen shot of an interface generated
by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing a user interface for importing new
views according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 7 is an example screen shot of an interface generated
by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing an interface for executing views with
real-time data according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 8 is an example screen shot of an interface generated
by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing an interface for adding or removing
filters according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 9 is an example screen shot of an interface generated
by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing an interface for displaying a filtered
view according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 10 is an example screen shot of an interface gener-
ated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing an interface for displaying a view as a
graph according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 11 is an example screen shot of an interface gener-
ated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing an interface for connecting to an appli-
cation running on a server according to an example embodi-
ment.

FIG. 12 is an example screen shot of an interface gener-
ated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing an interface for discovering available
business warehouse queries according to an example
embodiment.

FIG. 13 is an example screen shot of an interface gener-
ated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing an interface for selecting variables
provided by a query according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 14 is an example screen shot of an interface gener-
ated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing an interface for selecting characteristics
and key figures provided by a query according to an example
embodiment.

FIG. 15 is an example screen shot of an interface gener-
ated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing an interface for a tabular view accord-
ing to an example embodiment.

FIG. 16 is an example screen shot of an interface gener-
ated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing an interface for a graph view from a
tabular view according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 17 is an example screen shot of an interface gener-
ated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing an interface for using filters to prepare
a view for a target group according to an example embodi-
ment.

FIG. 18 is an example screen shot of an interface gener-
ated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing an interface for describing and storing
parameters for a view according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 19 is an example screen shot of an interface gener-
ated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server based
application showing an interface for sharing a view with a
target group according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 20 is block diagram of a computer system for
executing applications and performing methods according to
an example embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, reference is made to the
accompanying drawings that form a part hereof, and in
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which is shown by way of illustration specific embodiments
which may be practiced. These embodiments are described
in sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the art to
practice the invention, and it is to be understood that other
embodiments may be utilized and that structural, logical and
electrical changes may be made without departing from the
scope of the present invention. The following description of
example embodiments is, therefore, not to be taken in a
limited sense, and the scope of the present invention is
defined by the appended claims.

The functions or algorithms described herein may be
implemented in software or a combination of software and
human implemented procedures in one embodiment. The
software may consist of computer executable instructions
stored on computer readable media such as memory or other
type of storage devices. Further, such functions correspond
to modules, which are software, hardware, firmware or any
combination thereof. Multiple functions may be performed
in one or more modules as desired, and the embodiments
described are merely examples. The software may be
executed on a digital signal processor, ASIC, microproces-
sor, or other type of processor operating on a computer
system, such as a personal computer, server or other com-
puter system.

A mobile device and method includes receiving commu-
nications from an application server at a touchscreen based
mobile device, wherein the communications are tailored for
providing a user interface for a workstation computer sys-
tem, translating the received communications at the mobile
device into a mobile device user interface tailored for the
mobile device touchscreen, receiving user interactions via
the mobile device touchscreen, translating the received user
interactions into corresponding workstation based user inter-
actions, and transmitting the translated user interaction to
the application server such that the application server inter-
acts with the mobile device in the same manner as with
workstations.

A mobile device includes a processor, a touchscreen
interface coupled to the processor, a transceiver coupled to
the processor to communicate with an application server via
a wireless access point, and a memory coupled to the
processor, the memory having instructions stored thereon.
The instructions are adapted to cause the processor to
receive communications from the application server,
wherein the communications are tailored for providing a
user interface for a workstation computer system, translate
the received communications into a mobile device user
interface tailored for the mobile device touchscreen, receive
user interactions via the mobile device touchscreen, translate
the received user interactions into corresponding worksta-
tion based user interactions, and transmit the translated user
interaction to the application server such that the application
server interacts with the mobile device in the same manner
as with workstations.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system 100. System 100
includes a web server portion 110, that may include a
wireless access point and hardwired connections, repre-
sented at 112. In one embodiment, an on line analytical
processing (OLAP) unit 115 is coupled to the web server
portion 110. Further applications 120, may include a busi-
ness information warehouse database to provide business
information for querying and many other different types of
applications as shown at 122, such as SAP HANA, SAP
Business Suite, and others. The web server 110 portion of
the system 100 is coupled via a network 125 to interface
with both workstations 130 and mobile devices 135.
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Workstations 130 generally include personal computers
and laptop devices with keyboards and touch pads or other
user interface devices, such as a physical keyboard, mouse,
or trackball. Interfaces generated by the web server are
generally tailored to such workstations 130, and may include
pull-down menu based interactions with users.

Conversely, mobile devices 135 generally include touch-
screens, which create a different paradigm for user interac-
tions with applications. In many prior systems, a separate
server has been utilized to interface with mobile devices to
provide a different style of interface that is optimized for the
mobile devices. In further prior systems, the applications
themselves may be programmed specifically to interact
differently with workstations and mobile devices. In further
prior systems, personal computers were used to emulate
dumb terminals to communicate with mainframe computers.
However, the personal computers utilized the same types of
display and keyboards as the dumb terminals, and user
interactions with both devices were very similar.

In one example embodiment, the web server 110 and
applications 120 are not modified, but instead provide a
single interface for interacting with both mobile devices 135
and workstations 130. In general, the interface is based on
the workstation paradigm, with interfaces using more pull-
down menus, and generally more text based type of inter-
actions to utilize the functions provided by the applications
120 and OLAP 115.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a mobile device 200 having
an interface emulating a workstation interface according to
an example embodiment. A processor 205 performs the
emulation, using multiple programs stored on a processor
readable storage device. A transceiver 210 is used to provide
mobile device communications and is coupled to the pro-
cessor. The storage device, also referred to as a memory
device includes an application or app consisting of code or
modules such as interface emulator 220, user interface
generator 230, and touchscreen interface 240. The code may
be integrated into a single program in different embodi-
ments, or otherwise logically arranged. In addition, the
storage device may contain several additional applications
250 and code to implement further functions. The memory
device is thus comprised of blocks 220, 230, 240, and 250
in some embodiments.

In various embodiments, the mobile device 200 may be a
smart phone, a pad type of device, or other type of device
having a touchscreen, processor, memory, and wireless
capabilities. Current examples include Apple I[Pad®,
devices implementing Mobile Windows®, and Android
based devices. Applications designed for such devices have
user interfaces that are more icon based and more suited for
touch and gesture based user interactions than the interfaces
for workstations. The term touch, is meant to signify one or
more of a tap, touch, gesture, or other interaction with a
touchscreen using one or more fingers or pointing device.

FIG. 3 is a block flow diagram illustrating a method 300
executed by a mobile device communicating with a server
according to an example embodiment. The method 300
starts at 310, with the mobile device establishing a link to an
access point of a server at 315. The server 315 provides a
sign on screen to obtain credentials at 320. The sign on
screen in one embodiment is simply displayed as provided
by the server. In further embodiments, the mobile device
may optionally modify the display to make it more amenable
to display and user input on a touchscreen of the mobile
device.

At 325, the ID and password is translated to be identical
to that which would be provided if the user were signing in
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via a workstation. There may be no need for such a trans-
lation in some embodiments, as the user interface may be
pretty much the same for both a workstation and a mobile
device. At 330, the sign in credentials are sent to the server.

At 325, once the server verifies the credentials, a connec-
tion is established between the mobile device and the server.
The server provides information to be displayed to the
mobile device via the connection. The information may be
a first screen that the user normally sees when logging into
the application running on the server in some embodiments.
The mobile device receives the information and translates
the workstation based views to a user interface view that is
more suitable or tailored to user interaction with the mobile
device.

The user may then interact with the mobile device user
interface. These interactions are then translated at 340 to a
workstation input format, and are sent to the server. At 345,
if the user logs off, process 300 ends at 350. If not, the
emulation of the workstation by the mobile device continues
at 335 and 340 until the connection is ended.

FIG. 4 is an example log in touchscreen 400 to connect a
mobile device emulating a workstation to a server according
to an example embodiment. A virtual keyboard 405 is
displayed on the touchscreen 400, allowing user input of a
user id 410 and a password 415. The user id and password
comprise credentials to allow access to the wireless access
point for security purposes to prevent unauthorized users
from signing on to a server and an application. More levels
of security may be provided in further embodiments, includ-
ing further sign on’s to one or more applications running on
a server. In still further embodiments, a single sign-on with
a certificate may be used, obviating the use of a log in screen.

FIG. 5 is an example screen shot of an interface 500
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
based application showing stored views 505, 510, and 515
for browsing according to an example embodiment. The
stored views are presented as icons in one embodiment, or
may be thumbnails images of the actual underlying data in
further embodiments. Tapping on the thumbnail results in a
larger display of the actual data in the view. In one embodi-
ment, the views are represented in different categories, such
as top deals and operational reporting to provide a mobile
device friendly way of showing the stored views and allow-
ing the user to easily select a view. The views may be
scrolled using common gestures to show further views that
do not fit on the screen.

In some embodiments, interface 500 also includes several
options, such as the ability to create a view at 520, show all
a user’s views at 525, moditying settings at 530, search for
different views or other information provided by the appli-
cation at 540, and to enter an edit mode at 550 to modify
views. Views may also be shared with other users in further
embodiments.

FIG. 6 is an example screen shot of an interface 600
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
based application showing a user interface for importing
new views according to an example embodiment. In one
embodiment, a directory of information available to the user
is provided in the left portion 605 of the interface 600. The
right portion of the interface 600 shows a communication
from an employee that includes a new view 610 related to a
profit and loss dashboard. The user can simply tap or click
on the view 610 to import the view. In some embodiments,
a new file extension, “vbi”, is created and the file is
automatically opened, such as when using an [Pad® device.

FIG. 7 is an example screen shot of an interface 700
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
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based application showing an interface for executing views
with real-time data according to an example embodiment.
Interface 700 provides an interface into views on global
profit and loss data. Many different views may be created
based on availability of data from backend systems such as
ERP (Enterprise Resource Planning), CRM (Customer Rela-
tionship Management), and others. Current filters have been
selected and are identified at 710. A button is provided to add
filters at 715, and hierarchically arranged geographical areas
have been selected for the view as indicated generally at
720. An area 725 is provided, which when selected, facili-
tates entry of a name of a view being created with display of
real-time data. Finally, the view may be saved as indicated
at 730.

FIG. 8 is an example screen shot of a interface 800
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
based application showing an interface for adding or remov-
ing filters according to an example embodiment. Several
filters are shown at 810. An “x” is provided to remove a
filter. A further button 815 is provided to apply the filters to
the current view.

FIG. 9 is an example screen shot of an interface 900
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
based application showing an interface for displaying a
filtered view according to an example embodiment. The
view contains only data which matches the selected filters
910. The view may be saved at 915.

FIG. 10 is an example screen shot of an interface 1000
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
based application showing an interface for displaying a view
as a graph according to an example embodiment. The filters
are shown, and each selected area is represented by a bar. A
user may also scroll down, using finger gestures or other
control buttons, either screen based or device based
mechanical buttons to display a graph of a table view.

FIG. 11 is an example screen shot of an interface 1100
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a sever
based application showing an interface for connecting to for
example a business warehouse system running on a server
according to an example embodiment or other applications
as indicated in FIG. 1. In interface 1100, several applications
provided via the wireless access point are illustrated at 1105,
with a business warehouse application shown as selected.
Selections available include a find reports option 1110 and
my views option 1115. In some embodiments, each appli-
cation may include access to the translation and emulation
capabilities to optimize interactions with the applications via
a mobile device user interface.

FIG. 12 is an example screen shot of an interface 1200
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
based application showing an interface for discovering
available business warehouse queries 1205 according to an
example embodiment. In one embodiment, queries may be
referred to as reports. Several are shown, three of which are
indicated by reference number 1205. The queries 1205 are
represented with icons that appear as pages of information,
such as metadata information that is viewable at a glance,
including a name of the report and when the report was last
changed. By scrolling using touchscreen gestures, more
reports are accessible than can be seen on one screen. In
further embodiments, the displayed queries may be filtered,
and metadata searched to obtain a desired or required query.
Categories of queries may also be selected.

FIG. 13 is an example screen shot of an interface 1300
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
based application showing an interface for selecting vari-
ables provided by a query according to an example embodi-
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ment. Variable selection is supported via interface 1300. In
this view of interface 1300, predefined variables are already
selected. The interface allows differentiation of mandatory
and optional variables, as well as searching for required
variables.

FIG. 14 is an example screen shot of an interface 1400
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
based application showing an interface for selecting char-
acteristics and key figures provided by a query according to
an example embodiment. Interface 1400 provides for selec-
tion of required key figures and characteristics, with hier-
archies indicated.

FIG. 15 is an example screen shot of an interface 1500
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
based application showing an interface for a tabular view
according to an example embodiment. Interface 1500 facili-
tates preparing a view for requirements of a target group.
The column width and drill status are provided in a manner
to allow interaction via a touchscreen interface.

FIG. 16 is an example screen shot of an interface 1600
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
based application showing an interface for a graph view
from a tabular view according to an example embodiment.
The interface 1600 provides a graph that requires no action,
and is created on the fly depending on the tabular view from
which it originates.

FIG. 17 is an example screen shot of an interface 1700
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
based application showing an interface for using filters to
prepare a view for a target group according to an example
embodiment. Interface 1700 facilitates setting of required
filters to prepare views for requirements of a target group.

FIG. 18 is an example screen shot of an interface 1800
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
based application showing an interface for describing and
storing parameters for a view according to an example
embodiment. Interface 1800 also provides support for pre-
paring views to meet requirements of a target group. It
facilitates describing a created view, does not show actual
data, but does show stored parameters used to create the
view. A query based keyboard 1810 is also provided on the
touchscreen.

FIG. 19 is an example screen shot of an interface 1900
generated by a mobile device for interfacing with a server
based application showing an interface for sharing a view
with a target group according to an example embodiment. A
dialog 1910 is provided to facilitate sharing a prepared view
with a target group, storing the view on a portal page, and
backing up views on computer disk.

FIG. 20 is block diagram of a computer system for
executing applications and performing methods according to
an example embodiment. In the embodiment shown in FIG.
20, a hardware and operating environment is provided that
is applicable to any of the servers and/or remote clients
shown in the other Figures.

As shown in FIG. 20, one embodiment of the hardware
and operating environment includes a general purpose com-
puting device in the form of a computer 2000 (e.g., a
personal computer, workstation, or server), including one or
more processing units 2021, a system memory 2022, and a
system bus 2023 that operatively couples various system
components including the system memory 2022 to the
processing unit 2021. There may be only one or there may
be more than one processing unit 2021, such that the
processor of computer 2000 comprises a single central
processing unit (CPU), or a plurality of processing units,
commonly referred to as a multiprocessor or parallel-pro-
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cessor environment. In various embodiments, computer
2000 is a conventional computer, a distributed computer, or
any other type of computer.

The system bus 2023 can be any of several types of bus
structures including a memory bus or money controller, a
peripheral bus, and a local bus using any of a variety of bus
architectures. The system memory can also be referred to as
simply the memory, and, in some embodiments, includes
read-only memory (ROM) 2024 and random-access
memory (RAM) 2025. A basic input/output system (BIOS)
program 2026, containing the basic routines that help to
transfer information between elements within the computer
2000, such as during start-up, may be stored in ROM 2024.
The computer 2000 further includes a hard disk drive 2027
for reading from and writing to a hard dish, not shown, a
magnetic disk drive 2028 for reading from or writing to a
removable magnetic disk 2029, and an optical disk drive
2030 for reading from or writing to a removable optical disk
2031 such as a CD ROM or other optical media.

The hard disk drive 2027, magnetic disk drive 2028, and
optical disk drive 2030 couple with a hard disk drive
interface 2032, a magnetic disk drive interface 2033, and an
optical disk drive interface 2034, respectively. The drives
and their associated computer-readable media provide non
volatile storage of computer-readable instructions, data
structures, program modules and other data for the computer
2000. It should be appreciated by those skilled in the art that
any type of computer-readable media which can store data
that is accessible by a computer, such as magnetic cassettes,
flash memory cards, digital video disks, Bernoulli car-
tridges, random access memories (RAMs), ready only
memories (ROMs), redundant arrays of independent disks
(e.g., RAID storage devices) and the like, can be used in the
exemplary operating environment.

A plurality of program modules can be stored on the hard
disk, magnetic disk 2029, optical disk 2031, ROM 2024, or
RAM 2025, including an operating system 2035, one or
more application programs 2036, other program modules
2037, and program data 2038. Programming for implement-
ing one or more processes or method described herein may
be resident on any one or number of these computer-
readable media.

A user may enter commands and information into com-
puter 2000 through input devices such as a keyboard 2040
and pointing device 2042. Other input devices (not shown)
can include a microphone, joystick, game pad, satellite dish,
scanner, or the like. These other input devices are often
connected to the processing unit 2021 through a serial port
interface 2046 that is coupled to the system bus 2023, but
can be connected by other interfaces, such as a parallel port,
game port, or a universal serial bus (USB). A monitor 2047
or other type of display device can also be connected to the
system bus 2023 via an interface, such as a video adapter
2048. The monitor 2047 can display a graphical user inter-
face for the user. In addition to the monitor 2047, computers
typically include other peripheral output devices (not
shown), such as speakers and printers.

The computer 2000 may operate in a networked environ-
ment using logical connections to one or more remote
computers or servers, such as remote computer 2049. These
logical connections are achieved by a communication device
coupled to or a part of the computer 2000; the invention is
not limited to a particular type of communications device.
The remote computer 2049 can be another computer, a
server, a router, a network PC, a client, a peer device or other
common network node, and typically includes many or all of
the elements described above 1/O relative to the computer
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2000, although only a memory storage device 2050 has been
illustrated. The logical connections depicted in FIG. 20
include a local area network (LAN) 2051 and/or a wide area
network (WAN) 2052. Such networking environments are
commonplace in office networks, enterprise-wide computer
networks, intranets and the internet, which are all types of
networks.

When used in a LAN-networking environment, the com-
puter 2000 is connected to the LAN 2051 through a network
interface or adapter 2053, which is one type of communi-
cations device. In some embodiments, when used in a
WAN-networking environment, the computer 2000 typically
includes a modem 2054 (another type of communications
device) or any other type of communications device, e.g., a
wireless transceiver, for establishing communications over
the wide-area network 2052, such as the internet. The
modem 2054, which may be internal or external, is con-
nected to the system bus 2023 via the serial port interface
2046. In a networked environment, program modules
depicted relative to the computer 2000 can be stored in the
remote memory storage device 2050 of remote computer, or
server 2049. It is appreciated that the network connections
shown are exemplary and other means of, and communica-
tions devices for, establishing a communications link
between the computers may be used including hybrid fiber-
coax connections, T1-T3 lines, DSL’s, OC-3 and/or OC-12,
TCP/IP, microwave, wireless application protocol, and any
other electronic media through any suitable switches, rout-
ers, outlets and power lines, as the same are known and
understood by one or ordinary skill in the art.

EXAMPLES

1. An example method comprising:

receiving communications from an application server at a
touchscreen based mobile device, wherein the communica-
tions are tailored for providing a user interface for a work-
station computer system;

translating the received communications at the mobile
device into a mobile device user interface tailored for the
mobile device touchscreen;

receiving user interactions via the mobile device touch-
screen,;

translating the received user interactions into correspond-
ing workstation based user interactions; and

transmitting the translated user interaction to the applica-
tion server such that the application server interacts with the
mobile device in the same manner as with workstations.

2. The method of example 1 wherein the mobile device
connects to the server via a wireless access point.

3. The method of example 1 wherein the mobile device
facilitates signing on to the application server using a same
user id and password as used when signing on via a
workstation computer system.

4. The method of example 3 wherein the user id and
password entered in the mobile device are translated to be
identical with the same user id and password when entered
via a workstation computer system.

5. The method of example 1 wherein the mobile device
user interface provides tap-able thumbnail images of stored
views.

6. The method of example 5 wherein the stored view
thumbnail image are scrollable via finger gestures.

7. The method of example 5 and further comprising:

receiving a notification of a shared view that includes an
icon of the shared view; and
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importing the shared view into the stored views via a
touch of the touchscreen.
8. The method of example 5 and further comprising
executing a view with real-time data.
9. The method of example 5 and further comprising
displaying a view as a graph responsive to a finger gesture
via the touchscreen user interface.
10. The method of example 5 and further comprising
displaying a view as a graph responsive to a finger gesture
via the touchscreen user interface.
11. The method of example 1 and further comprising
providing a keyboard interface on the touchscreen to facili-
tate user input of text.
12. The method of example 1 wherein the application
server is executing a business warchouse application and
wherein the mobile device user interface provides for brows-
ing of available queries, filtering of displayed queries, and
searching and displaying metadata associated with queries.
13. The method of example 12 wherein the mobile device
user interface facilitates user searching and selection of
variables.
14. The method of example 13 wherein the mobile device
user interface provides and facilitates adapting tabular
views.
15. The method of example 12 wherein the mobile device
user interface facilitates storing and sharing of views.
16. An example method comprising:
receiving communications from an application server at a
touchscreen based mobile device, wherein the communica-
tions are tailored for providing a pull-down menu based user
interface tailored for a workstation computer system;
translating the received communications at the mobile
device into a mobile device user interface tailored for the
mobile device touchscreen with dragable icons;
receiving user touch based interactions via the mobile
device touchscreen;
translating the received user interactions into correspond-
ing workstation pull down menu based user interactions; and
transmitting the translated user interaction to the applica-
tion server such that the application server interacts with the
mobile device in the same manner as with workstations.
17. The method of example 16 wherein the mobile device
user interface provides tap-able thumbnail images of stored
views that are scrollable via finger gestures, and wherein the
method further comprises:
receiving a notification of a shared view that includes an
icon of the shared view; and
importing the shared view into the stored views via a
touch of the touchscreen.
18. An example mobile device comprising:
a processor;
a touchscreen interface coupled to the processor;
a transceiver coupled to the processor to communicate
with an application server via a wireless access point;
a memory coupled to the processor, the memory having
instructions stored thereon to cause the processor to:
receive communications from the application server,
wherein the communications are tailored for providing
a user interface for a workstation computer system;

translate the received communications into a mobile
device user interface tailored for the mobile device
touchscreen;

receive user interactions via the mobile device touch-

screen,

translate the received user interactions into corresponding

workstation based user interactions; and
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transmit the translated user interaction to the application
server such that the application server interacts with the
mobile device in the same manner as with worksta-
tions.

19. The mobile device of example 18 wherein the mobile
device user interface provides tap-able thumbnail images of
stored views that are scrollable via finger gestures, and
wherein the mobile device is further adapted to:

receive a notification of a shared view that includes an
icon of the shared view; and

import the shared view into the stored views via a touch
of the touchscreen.

20. The mobile device of example 18 wherein the appli-
cation server is executing a business warehouse application
and wherein the mobile device user interface provides for
browsing of available queries, filtering of displayed queries,
and searching and displaying metadata associated with que-
ries.

Although a few embodiments have been described in
detail above, other modifications are possible. For example,
the logic flows depicted in the figures doe not require the
particular order shown, or sequential order, to achieve
desirable results. Other steps may be provided, or steps may
be eliminated, from the described flows, and other compo-
nents may be added to, or removed from, the described
systems. Other embodiments may be within the scope of the
following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

receiving, at a touchscreen based mobile device, commu-

nications from an application server that are tailored for
providing a user interface for a workstation computer
system,
translating, at the mobile device, the received communi-
cations tailored for providing a user interface for a
workstation computer system, into a mobile device user
interface tailored for the mobile device touchscreen;

receiving, via the mobile device touchscreen, user inter-
actions with the mobile device interface tailored for the
mobile device touchscreen;

translating the received user interactions with the mobile

device interface tailored for the mobile device touch-
screen, into corresponding workstation based user
interactions of an interface for a workstation computer
system; and

transmitting the translated user interactions to the appli-

cation server such that the application server interacts
with the mobile device in the same manner as with a
workstation computer system.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the mobile device
connects to the server via a wireless access point.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the mobile device
facilitates signing on to the application server using a same
user id and password as used when signing on via a
workstation computer system.

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the user id and
password entered in the mobile device are translated to be
identical with the same user id and password when entered
via a workstation computer system.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the mobile device user
interface provides tap-able thumbnail images of stored
views.

6. The method of claim 5 wherein the stored view
thumbnail images are scrollable via finger gestures.

7. The method of claim 5 and further comprising:

receiving a notification of a shared view that includes an

icon of the shared view; and
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importing the shared view into the stored views via a

touch of the touchscreen.

8. The method of claim 5 and further comprising execut-
ing a view with real-time data.

9. The method of claim 5 and further comprising modi-
fying filters for a dimension of a view.

10. The method of claim 5 and further comprising dis-
playing a view as a graph responsive to a finger gesture via
the touchscreen user interface.

11. The method of claim 1 and further comprising pro-
viding a keyboard interface on the touchscreen to facilitate
user input of text.

12. The method of claim 1 wherein the application server
is executing a business warehouse application and wherein
the mobile device user interface provides for browsing of
available queries, filtering of displayed queries, and search-
ing and displaying metadata associated with queries.

13. The method of claim 12 wherein the mobile device
user interface facilitates user searching and selection of
variables.

14. The method of claim 13 wherein the mobile device
user interface provides and facilitates adapting tabular
views.

15. The method of claim 12 wherein the mobile device
user interface facilitates storing and sharing of views.

16. A method comprising:

receiving, at a touchscreen based mobile device, commu-

nications from an application server that are tailored for
providing a pull-down menu based user interface tai-
lored for a workstation computer system;
translating, at the mobile device, the received communi-
cations tailored for providing a pull-down menu based
user interface tailored for a workstation computer sys-
tem into a mobile device user interface tailored for the
mobile device touchscreen with dragable icons;

receiving, via the mobile device touchscreen, user touch
based interactions with the mobile device interface
tailored for the mobile device touchscreen with drag-
able icons;
translating the received user interactions with the mobile
device interface tailored for the mobile device touch-
screen with dragable icons into corresponding work-
station pull-down menu based user interactions of an
interface for a workstation computer system; and

transmitting the translated user interactions to the appli-
cation server such that the application server interacts
with the mobile device in the same manner as with a
workstation computer system.

17. The method of claim 16 wherein the mobile device
user interface provides tap-able thumbnail images of stored
views that are scrollable via finger gestures, and wherein the
method further comprises:

receiving a notification of a shared view that includes an

icon of the shared view; and

importing the shared view into the stored views via a

touch of the touchscreen.

18. A mobile device comprising:

a processor;

a touchscreen interface coupled to the processor;

a transceiver coupled to the processor to communicate

with an application server via a wireless access point;

a memory coupled to the processor the memory having

instructions stored thereon to cause the processor to
perform operations comprising:

receiving communications from the application server

that are tailored for providing a user interface for a
workstation computer system;
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translating the received communications into a mobile
device user interface tailored for the mobile device
touchscreen;

receiving, via the mobile device touchscreen user inter-

actions with the mobile device interface tailored for the
mobile device touchscreen;

translating the received user interactions with the mobile

device interface tailored for the mobile device touch-
screen into corresponding workstation based user inter-
actions of an interface for a workstation computer
system, and

transmitting the translated user interactions to the appli-

cation server such that the application server interacts
with the mobile device in the same manner as with a
workstation computer system.

19. The mobile device of claim 18 wherein the mobile
device user interface provides tap-able thumbnail images of
stored views that are scrollable via finger gestures, and
wherein the operations further comprise:

receiving a notification of a shared view that includes an

icon of the shared view; and

importing the shared view into the stored views via a

touch of the touchscreen.

20. The mobile device of claim 18 wherein the application
server is executing a business warchouse application and
wherein the mobile device user interface provides for brows-
ing of available queries, filtering of displayed queries, and
searching and displaying metadata associated with queries.
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